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Eruesians i. 17, 18, 19, 20, 2%. That the God of our 
Lord Fefus Chrift, the Father of glory, may give unto you 
the jpirit of wifdom, and revelation, in the knowledge of him : 
The eyes of your underflanding being enlightened, that ye may 
know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches 
the glory of his inheritance in the faints, and what is the ex-. 
ceeding greatnefs of his power to us ward, who believe accord- 
ing to the working of bis mighty power, which he wrought 
in Chrifl, when he raifzd him from the dead, and fet him at i 
bis own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every, 


name that is named, not only in this world, but alfo in that 
which is to come. 


HE truth, as it is in Jefus, forms an object 
4 every way calculated to improve the mind, 
enlighten the underftanding, fatisfy the foul, and 
reform the heart. Nature hath opened her 
ftiores to lead us to the contemplation of the 
wifdom and goodnefs of the Creator.: But fo 
{trong is the propenfity within us, to reje& a 
plain path for one more myfterious, that we have 
vilely changed the glory of the incorruptible 
God, into an image made like corruptible man ; 
promifes, though made by a faithful God, have 
but little effect upon the heart diftended by pre- _ 
judice, and fwollen by pride. | And although the 
God of truth declares, that there is a-foundoin 
opened for fin and uncleannefs, yet we ‘vainly en: 
deavour to hew out to ourfelves cifterns—broken 
cifterns. which can hold no water. ¥ 
Senfible of thefe things, Paul is, in the lan- 
guage of the above paflage, fummoning the at- 
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tention of his brethren to the firft principles of 
the doctrine of Chrift. He therefore is earneit § 
in prayer, that every fpiritual blefling mentioned § 
m the text, might be theirs. And to theintent J 
it might be fo, he petitions as follows: 1ft. That J 
the God of our lord Jefus Chrift would give § 
them the fpirit of wifdom and revelation: 2d. § 
That this wifdom. and revelation, might confit § 
in the knowledge of him: 3d. That the eyes of 9 
their underitanding might be ‘enlightened, to 
know the following points, rft. What is the 
hope of his calling ; 2d. And the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the faints ; 3d. The 
exceeding greatnefs of his power towards thofe 
who believe according to the working of his 
mighty power, wrought in Chrift when he raifed 

him from the dead, &c. | | | 
For the better underftanding thefe words, it 
mu{t be obferved, under the firft point of doc- 
trine in the text, that Paul could not afk or de- 
fire’a new plan of wifdorn, or a new revelation 
from God. Another gofpel, different from what 
they had received, would, though an angel from 
heaven preached it, be profane. Another jult 
like it would be fuperfluous. He therefore de- 
feed they might poffefs the fpirit of wifdom, 
and revelation, ¢oncerning the truth they had 
regeived.. And ‘to fhow what revelation had 
beenmade, it-will.only be neceflary to read from 
thaigdfto the end of the 14th verfe of this chap- 
ter ; wherein are enumerated the many blefiings 
conferred by the revelation made by Jefus Chruit. 
If therefore any was wanting to them, or is 
lacking 
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lacking to-us, as believers, it muft be caufed by 
mifinterpreting or mifapplying the truth as it is 
in Jefus. Now, as this departure from Chrift is 
fo common an error, to point it out, and offer a 
remedy, muft be accounted very neceflary :— 
therefore, he who has not the fpirit sf wifdom, 
and revelation, will undoubtedly argue as fellows, | 
he {piritual bleflings, mentioned in this chaps 
ter, are the privilege only of believers.” Ans 
{wer ; it is granted that they can beft realize 
them ; but as they are faid to be in Chrift, and 
in heavenly places, they are to be confidered as 
a treafure in pofleflion of the furety ; and if 
> none but believers were interefted in them, then 
there is a treafure created, but none to enjoy 3 
or elfe this treafure is all in prefent believers, 
which contradicts the fpirit of the text. But, 
fays the objector further, ‘* The account given 
that we are chofen in him to be holy and unblame- 
able in love ; that we are prndeptinaied to the adope 
tion of children ; that we have redemption through 
his biood ; the forgivenefs of fins according to the 
riches of his grace ; with all the other blefiings 
mentioned, relates merely to believers.”” Anfwer ; 
That believers are chofen in Chriit is true ; but 
that they are chofen to the exclufion of the reft 
ef the world, is not true: for many who were 
once unbelievers, have been found to be mem- 
bers of Chrift’s body ; and the exercife of their 
faith was to fhew them that they were never out 
of him. But to fuppofe, that in ourfelves we are 
holy and unblameable, contradicts not only the 
fcriptures and the account given by all true be- 
lievers 
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lievers of themfelves, but alfo contradicts com. & 
mon obfervation ; for we find that ; impurity and § 
tranfgreflion are attendant on thofe who are ftyl- & 
ed believers ; and Paul could confefs himfelf the § 
chief of Jinners in his own perfon. ‘Therefore, 
the purity mentioned here, is that of the whole 
body of Chrift united, in which no iniquity nor 
pervertenefs ever was feen. 

_ The fpirit of wifdom, and revelation, would 
further inform the objector, that every thing de- 
clared or promifed in the fcriptures needs but to 
be received as plain, undifguifed truth ; and that 
inftead of looking into ourfelves to learn wheth- 
er it is yet accomplifhed, we are to reft aflured, 
that all the promifes are in Chrift yea and amen ; 
which, if we did, we fhould then believe with 
the apottle, that the forgivene/s of our fins was not 
according to the magnitude thereof, but according to 
the riches of bis grace ; and that inftead of being 
predeitinated according to our own purpofe, or 
according to good works, we are predeitinated 
according to the purpofe of Him who worketh 
all things after the counfel of his own will ;— 
not to endlefs mifery ; but that qwe /hould be to 
the praife of bis glory. 

adly. Paul defired that this wifdom, and rev- 
elation, might confift in the knowledge of him, 
that is, Chrift Jefus. . 

Were we inquired of, concerning the nature 
of ignorance, and its baneful effects upon the 
mind, we fhould give our anfwer by making a 
contraft. To know God, and “fefus Chrift whom he 
bath fent, is life eternal. Thus men are faid ae 
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be alienated from the hfe of God through the iz- 
norance that is in thent, becaufe of ibe blindnef of 
their minds. ‘Vhis text fhows us, that always to 
remain in ignorance of jefus, would be eternal 
death ; and that fpiritual death can remain no 
longer than the alienation of our «minds. It 
feems that we are naturally inclined to entertain 
falfe notions of God and of Chrift ; the kingdom 
of Satan is therefore called emphatically the 
kingdom of darknefs; and as darknefs forms 
but a bad medium, through which: to difcern 
{piritual objects, of courfe whatever is difcovered. 
in this manner cannot always be depended upon 
as a reality. While under the delufions of Sa- 
tan, we are called children in underftanding ; 
and children, who have a fear of fomething of 
which they have heard from fome evil-difpofed 
perfon, generally feel its impulfes in the dark. 
In open day, they can walk undifturbed, becaufe 
the fun’s light difcovers realities, and prefents 
things as they really are. 

The warfare of the chriftian is therefore called 
a warfare againit imaginations. Now thefe imag- 
inations of the heart of man are /aid to be evil, 
and that continually ; and they cannot be imagin- 
ations without, feeing that God, who is a real 
being, is truth ; and the truth contains our hap- 
pineis. From this ignorance it is, that we fore- 
bode fo much evil, and heap up to ourfelves fo 
much wrath ; nor can the true knowledge of. 
Chrift take place, until this cloud of 1 ignorance — 
is removed. 
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The fpirit of wifdom, and revelation, confifis 
in prefenting fpiritual objects as they really are. 
Chrift revealed nothing but the nature of the @ 
Father ; and whatever knowledge we gain of @ 


Chrift, we are to receive as of God; for he and & 


the Father are one. Let us, therefore, look unto @ 
Jefus attentively, and we fhall undoubtedly gain | 
this knowledge fo eflential to our happinefs. b 

We behold him from childhood about his Fa- § 
ther’s bufinefs ; continually is. he feen doing | 
good. ‘The blind receive their fight, the lame | 
are reftored to perfect foundnefs, the lepers are 
cleanfed, the deaf hear, and, what is beft of all, 
the poor have the gofpel preached to them. 

Were an human being capable of doing thefe 
things, fhould we be afraid to truft ourfelves, or 
our children, with him? No. But fo great 
power has the adverfary over us, that though 
Chriit declares he came not to deftroy men’s lives, 
but to fave them; yet how frequently do we hear 
it afferted, that one part of his errand was to 
make the condemnation of the wicked more 
dreadful, and to enhance their torment in the 
coming world. 

When by faith we fee. Jefus, we fhall fee him 
as he is. He has declared, that his errand was 
not to deftroy the work of God, but the works. 
of the devil. Bleed therefore are they who know 
the joyful found, they fhall walk, O Lord, in the 
light of thy countenance. 

But how is this knowledge to be obtained ? 
the fpiritually ignorant cannot be their own ins 
 ftructors. We do not expect that children can 
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inftruct themfelves in human literature ; much 
lefs can children in underftanding become their 
own teachers. Let the feripture anfwer for it- 
felf. Let it refolve the queftions upon which we 
often fpend our ftrength for nought. They fhali 
be taught of God. \t is the work of the fpirit to 


: take of the things of Jefus and fhew them unto 


us. There isa day coming, when they fhall no 
more teach every man bis neighbour, or every man his 
brother, faying, ye the Lord ; for all fhall 
him, from the leaft to the greate?. And while we 
meditate upon fubjects like this, our inquiry 
ought to’ be, “ Which is moft for the glory of 
God, to deftroy entirely the kingdom of Satan, 
or let it continue, with the thoufands of his cap- 
tives remaining therein” ? Surely, reafon and 
fcripture bend their united force to lead us to 
fay, we believe, that the glory of the Lord fnall be 
revealed, and all fle/h fee it together : that the north 


Jbail give up, and the fouth keep not back: andy. 


finally, that all the ends of the earth foall know. 
and turn unto the Lord, and all kindreds of the na 
tions fball worfhip before him. For the Lord is not 


B flack concerning his promife, as feme men count flack- 


ncfs ; but is long fuffering to us ward, not wiiling 
that any fhould perifix, but that all fhould come to 
repentance. 

The third requeft which the apoftle made to 
God, in behalf of his Ephefian brethren was, 
that the eyes of their underftanding might be 
enlightened, to difcern; 1ft, What was the hope 
of his calling ; 2d, What are the riches of the 
glory of his inheritance in the faints ; 3d, What 
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I is the exceeding greatnefs of his power to us 
hi ward, who believe according to the working of 
his mighty power, &Xc. | a 
As we have, under the former head, difcourfed § 

upon the enlightening of the underftanding, or @ 

the knowledge of Chrift, which is the fame @ 

thing ; we now come to inquire concifely into & 

the hope of his cat/ing. This word, in its feveral 
connexions, is ufed in many paflages of fcripture. § 

It femetimes fignifies a profefli or vocation, as 

Ephef. iv. 1. And perhaps, in this fenfe, it is 

not wholly inapplicable to our prefent fubject ; 

for the Chriftian calling is truly an high and holy 

vocation of glory and virtue. But it feems that 

Ht here the text feems to have peculiar reference to 
) what is generally termed the call of the gofpel. It 
1} will be neceflary therefore to confider the ftate of 
ih thofe, to whom this call is made. They are de-. 
i fcribed as poar, miferadle, blind, and naked. When 
i! thou makeft a dinner, fays Chritt, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, nor thy kinfmen, nor thy rich neighe 
bours ; but when thou makeft a feaft, call the por, 
| the maimed, ihe lame, and the blind. Jefus further 
‘ fays, in purfuance of the idea before mentioned, 
: that he came not to call the righteous, but finners, 
to repentance. Again, the prophet Hofea, as 
uoted by Paul in his Epiftle to the Romans, fays, 
i will call them my people, who were not my peo- 
| ple, that is, apparently fo. And in Hebrews u. 
if 11, we hind God is not afhamed to call us 
| Brethren. Wf it is afked, what we are called to? 
Anfwer—1 Cor. wit. 15. Ged hath called us to 

peace. Uf itis further afked, what kind of re 

af this 
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© this is ? We anfwer ; the fame as Jefus gave his 
© difciples ; Peace 1 leave with you, my peace I give 
B unto you, not as the world giveth, give I unto you. 
= But to thew in what the hope of his calling con- 
© fifts, it will be neceflary to hear the language of 
® truth, where we are aflured, that our calling is 
= upon the fame ground as our predeftination. 
© Rom. viii. 30. Whom he did predeftinate, them he 
= alfo called, &c. We find likewife that none were 
= ever called, but what were finally juftified and 
© glorified. The hope of his calling us, creates 
) great joy and fatisfaction ; for when he calls us, 
® he intends we fhould partake of the bleflings to 
® which we are called. And as he hath called the 
) carth, from the rifing of the. fun to the going down 
) of the fame, we. believe all the ends of the earth 
fball remember and turn unto the Lord. 
But if it fhould be afked, why people, in the 
© before-defcribed fituation, of poor, miferable, &c. 
fhould be called, inafmuch as they are thereby 
= incapacitated to accept it, by readily coming to 
» the feaft ? We anfwer by. recurring to {cripture. 
» The grace of God 1s defcribed as bringing /a/va- 
tion to all men, ‘Titus ll. 11. Here we fee that the 
bread of life is brought to ws, inftead of our arifing 
and going after that. Again; Ifaiah defcribes the 
© true gofpel faft as confifting in Loofng the bands of 
© wickedne/s, undoing heavy burdens, letting the oppref- 
© ed go free, breaking every yoke, dealing bread to 
the hungry, and bringing the poor that are caft out 
© to thine boufe. If the Mafter of the feaft does not 
intend we fhall partake, why then are we called? 
and why is fuch a fea/? made unto all nations 7 ‘ 
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The next thing defired by the apoftle was, @ 
that they might know the riches of the glory @ 
of his inheritance in or by the faints. Now this @ 
inheritance is in the faints in two ways ; rf, in 


‘its being, in the belief thereof, given to, and re- a 
tained by, the faints, or believers: Thus the 
gofpel is called the faith, once delivered unto the @ 


faints. Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob were faints ; J 
and the bible informs us what their faith was. @ 
Paul calls the gofpel a rich treafure in earthen @ 


weffels. adly, ‘This inheritance is in the faints ; q 


inafmuch as they are ftyled the fr? fruits unto 9 
God. Now, as there can be no firft fruits with- @ 


out an after harveft; if prefent believers, in § 


whom this inheritance is, fubferve any valuable F 


purpofe, it is the making known the riches of 9 


God’s grace to others ; and thus they are not to | 


‘be confideréd as the whole of the purchafed pof § 
feffion, any more than Chrift is to be confidered 7 
as the whole of God’s family, without his union @ 


with the younger brethren. He therefore is § 


termed the firft born among many brethren. Be- F 
lievers, when *they poflefs the fpirit of Chrift, | 


have then their portion.of.the inheritance in : 
prefent enjoyment ; and thus the riches of the 7 


glory of God’s inheritance in the faints is wor- 7 


thy our attention. | 
But the exceeding greatne/s cf his power to us | 
ward, who believe according to the working of bis © 
mizhty power, is alfo a matter of importance. 
ift. It muft be obferved, that when we believe 
according to the working of his mighty power, 
there is nothing will appear too hard to be ac- | 
complifhed 
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conepliie and, 2dly, this power will then 
appear, as in the text, exceedingly great indeed. 
Now the caufe of our unbelief, in the fulfil- 
ment of the promifes, is this, we de not believe 
according to the working of his mighty power. 
Afk a perfon whether a world, now dead in 


trefpaffes and fins, can be faved ? He will anfwer 


No; becaufe of their fins. Here, it is plain, 
that he forms his judgment more upen the pow- 
er of fin and the ereature, than upon the good- 
nefs and power of God. His faith is not like 
Abraham’s, who, againft hope, believed in hope. 


For of thofe are what he calls regenerated, 


he has a good hope ; becaufe in his opinion they 
are fitter fubjects for falvation, and then he be- 
lieves scedding to his hope. When the difciples 
defired that the multitudes might be fent away, 
it was becaufe they looked more at the appar- 
ently fmall quantity of provifions, than at the 
power of their lord. Thus on another occca- 
fion, when with anxiety they afked, wo then can 
be faved ? Chritt anfwered, with God, ail things 
are poffrdle. 

But again; we believe according to the work- 
ing of his mighty power, which he wrought in 
Chrift, when he raifed him from the dea d, and 
fet him at his own right hand, &Xc. 

Well might the apoitle fay, that the life, which 


be ‘lived in the flefh, be lived by faith on the Son 


of God ; for all the hope of the believer isin the 
refurrection and afceniion of Chriit. Jf Chri? 
be not rifen, our faith and preaching are both vain ; 

but if he has rifen, then we can caiily believe, 


thee 


aq 
4 
af 
Wea 
rit 
ag 
3 
e 


146 THE BEREAN. 


that he will change our vile body, that it may 
be fafhioned like unto his glorious body : that 
he fhall bring us up out of our graves of fin 
and death, and io far conform us to the image 
of himfelf that we fhall be made kings and 
pricfts unto God, and reign for ever and ever. 

To this truth it was, that Jefus bore witnefs 
by all his miracles. His healing the fick, cafting 
out devils, giving light to the blind, and partic- 
ularly, railing the dead, as he did Lazarus, all 
infiruct us, that as all power in Acaven, as well as 
in carth, is given to him; fo this power will be 
employed, in curing the malady of fin, tranflat- 
ing us out of Satan’s kingdom, and enlightening 
our minds with the rays of truth. 

‘For our comfort, likewile, we fee Jefus con- 
quering all his enemies ; and God hath exalted 
him far above all principalities, and power, and ev- 
ery name that is named, both in this world, and alfo 
in that which is to come. Now granting this to be 
true, pray what have the fons of men to fear ? 
If God be for us, who can be againft us 2? Anfwer ; 
the devil is oppofed to our happinefs. Bejit fo ; 
yet as he is the prince of the power of the air, 
he is to be confidered as among the principalities 
and powers over which Chrift is fet ; and as 
the watchman of IJfrael never flumbers nor 
fleeps, what harm can he do? Do we not be- 
hold him difarmed of all his power, wherever 
the true light fhineth ¢ Then what will become 
of him, when the glory of the Lord covers the 
earth, as the waters do the feas? ‘\ruly it may 
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be faid to him, O thou enemy! deftru€tions are 
come to a perpetual end. 

We conclude all, in the words of infpiration : 
Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
tics, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, nor any oiber creature, 


foall be able to Separate us from the love of God 
which is in Chrife Fefus our Lord. 


2 CoRINTHIANS, If. 


Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we pers 
fuade nien 


IT is the duty of a well-inftruéted fcribe 
properly to diftinguifh between the Law and the 
Gofpel, and thus rightly divide the word of 
truth. Till this is done, the fcriptures will never 
appear in a harmonious and confiftent point of 
view. The law of God fhould be preached in 
its fulleft extent, as pertaining to every crea- 
ture. In this fenfe, every perfon who {peaks the 
truth of God muit be a Univerfalift. The apof 
tle Paul in this. paflage fpeaks of the terror of 
the Lord, as manifefted in his law, and then goes 
on to the confideration of the grace manifeited 
in the gofpel. 

In order to underftand the meaning of the 
apotile in this portion of facred teftimony, it wilt 
be neceflary, in the firft place, to take into con- 
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fideration the firft part of the verfe—KXnowing @ 
therefore the terror of the Lord ; and, fecondly, to § 
point out what he intends by faying, we perfuade | 

And, firft, it is evident that the apoftle was | 
well acquainted with this truth (which is of pri. | 
mary importance, and which every one who has | 
been inftructed by the Spirit of God is willing to | 
fubfcribe to) that according to the firtt covenant | 
there was no hope for the offender. He. knew | 
the nature of the righteous law of God, that it @ 
pronounced death to the breaker of it. The foul @ 
that finneth fhall die. We well knew, that by the | 
deeds of the law no flefh living could be suftified. © 
tle does not hold out the lealt encouragement to 7% 
the creature to fulfil this law by his perfect obe- @ 
dience, in order to his being juftified thereby. 9 
No wonder, then, that he fhould fpeak of the | 
terror of the Lord as manifefted in his law, 
which is indeed a miniftration of death, and 9 
which utterly cuts off all hope in the offender, § 
infomuch that the apoftle James fays, that whoo 
offends but in one point is guilty of all. : 
- But in order to illuftrate more particularly this § 
truth, let us attend to the following paffages of Fj 
fcripture. or ye-are not come unto ihe mount that © 
might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor & 
blacknefs, and darkncfs, and tempeft, and the 
found of a trumpel, and the voice of words ; which & 
wsice they that heard, intreated, that the word & 
foould not be fpoken to them any more: (For they @ 
could not endure that which was commanded, And © 
if fo much as a beaft touch the mountain it fhall be © 
| Stoned, © 
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foned, or thrujft through with a dart: And fo ter- 
rible was the fight that Mofes faid, I excceding- 
ly fear and quake.) Heb. xii. 18, 19, 20, 21 
verfes.— Now we know, that whatfoever things 
the law faith, it faith to them who are under the 
law, that every mouth may be ftopped, and ail the 
world become guilty before God. Rom. iil. 19.— 
Wherefore, as by one man fin entered into the werid, 
and death by fin, and fo death paffed upon all men, 
B for that all have finned. Rom. v. 12.—Therefire 
; By the offence of one, judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation. for by one man’s difobedience many 
(the many, or all mankind) were made /finners. 
Rom. v. 18, 19.—Tée wages of jin is death. 
Rom. vi. 23. 

The preceding verfes, we conceive, fully and fuf- 
© ficiently explain the meaning of the apoiile in the 
) firft part of the verfe ; we fhall theretore pafs on 
= to take into confideration the latter part of the 
verfe—we perfuade men. And firft, what an ex- 
cellent example is this for thofe who publicly 
preach in the name of God! The mild and be- 
neficent voice of perfsafion, in the miniftets of 
Jefus, has had a happier effect than ail the force 
and aufterity, the whips and feourges, which the 
wickednefs of the human heart ever invented. 
The wrath of man (we are told) worketh not the 
righteoufnefs of God. It is indeed an arduous 
tafk; and requries much judgment, mildnefs, and 
tendernefs to preach» fuccefsfully the gofpel of 
Chrift. It requires a real and afieCtionate regard 
to the fouls of men ; they fhould be warned of 
‘the odious nature and unhappy confequences of 
fin, 
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fin, which fhould be reprefented as the greatett 


poffible defor mity. A principle of virtue fhould § 


be reprefented in the moft engaging and attrac- 
tive manner, that the minds of men may be in- & 
fenfibly allured by its own amiable luftre. The § 
Saviour of the world fhould be fpoken of in his § 
true character, as manifefted in the facred volume 
as the friend of finners, as the lover of the fouls FJ 
of men, who loves them with.an everlafting love, 7 
whofe love for a loft world was itronger than | 
death, which many waters could not quench, nor @ 
ail the floods drown. Sucli a delineation of the @ 
character of the Saviour will naturally lead man- § 
kind to love, admire, obey, and embrace him. ff 


enthufiattic terror, which only tends to the con-. 4 
fufion and perplexity of the mind, asit is evident J 
from his own words, we perfuade men. And thus @ 
runs the apc {le’s argument in this chapter: For @ 
the love of Chrift conftraineth us (he was fo well @ 
acquainted with the fpirit of his fellow labourers. § 

in the work of the gofpel, that he hefitates not § 
to fpeak in the plural) decaufe we thus sudge, that 4 
| if one died for all,.then were all dead; and thatG 
he died for all, that they who live fhouid not hence- 

firth live unto themfelves, but unio him who died 

jor them and rofe again. It is clearly the defign § 

of the apoftie, in the paflage under confideration, § 

to lead the mind from thegterror of the law to J 

that life and immertality which was brought to | 

hght by the gofpel. He appears to have an ar- | 

dent inclination to make known its glorious | 


truths.. | 


The apoftle of the Gentiles and his afflociates F 
Prarres + Lic a 13 a a 
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truths, that mankind, feeing its divine confiften- 
cy, may be led to believe and embrace it as wor- 
thy of ail acceptation. We pray you, in Chrift’s 
fiead, (fays this faithful fervant) be ye reconciled to 
God. He well knew, that God was already re- 
conciled to them, and gives it asa reafon why 
they fhould cordially embrace the truth, and ex- 
perience joy. and peace in believing. Hence he 
fays in the next verie, For he hath made him to 
be fin for us who knew no fin, that we might be 
made the righteoufne{s of God in Him. ‘There cer- 
tainly would be no propriety in calling upon — 
mankind to believe the gofpel, if the ever-blefled 
God was not reconciled to them by the death of 
his Son. But as our Saviour hath redeemed 
thofe who were under the law, from the curfe of 
the law, by being made acurfe for them, and 
hath reconciled them even when they were ene- 
mies. to himfelf, there is a glorious confiftency in 
this divine command, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gofpel to every creaiure. 

Hence it is evident—that every creature is in- 
terefted in the gofpel, and is faved in the Lord ; 
this is as clear as that he was under the curfe. 
The following paflages of facred teitimony fully 
corroborate and illuftrate this truth. For as fin 
hath reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign 
through righteoufne/s unto.eternal life, by “fefus Chrift 
our Lord. Rom. v. 21.—By the righteoufne/s of one, 
the free gift came upon all men unto suftification of 
life. Rom. v. 18.-—The gift of God is eternal life 
through Fefus Chrif?t cur Lord. Rom. vi. 23.— 
We have feen and do teftify that the Father fent 
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John iv. 14.—But we fee Fefus, who was made a 
little lower than the angels, for the fuffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honour, that he by the grace 
of God Joould tafte death for every man. Hebrews 
ii. o.—Sor this is good and sccegill in the fight 
i of God our Saviour, who will have all men to be 
faved and come unto the knowledge of the truth. for § 
there is one God, and one Mediator between God § 
and men, the man Chrift Fefus ; who gave himfelf @ 
a ranfon for all, to be teftifed in due time. “iit 
Epif. to Timothy, 2d chap. 3, 4,5, and 6 ver.— 
This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Chrift “fefus came into the world to fave 
Jinners, of whom I am chief. Epif. to T 
1. 15.—or it pleafed the Father, that in bim fhould 
all fulnefs dwell: And (having made peace by the 
blood of the crofs.) by him to reconcile ALL THINGS 
i unto himfelf ; by him, I fay, whether they be things 
in earth, or things in heaven. Coloflians 1. 19, 
29.—Wherefore God alfo hath bighly exalted bint, 
and given him a name, which is above every namie, 
if That at the name of Fefus every knee ould bow, 
of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth ; and that every tongue fbould con- 
fefs, that Fefus Chrif is Lord, to the glory of God 
ihe Father. Philippians li. Q, 10, 11.—And he 
fhall fend Fefus Chrift, which before was preached 
unto you: Whom the heaven mu/t recerve until the 
times of the reftitution of all things, which God hath 
fpoken by the mouth of ail his holy prophets, fince 
the world began. Atts iil. 20, 21. 


i the Son to be the Saviour of the world. xt Epit. 
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But time would fail me in pointing out all the 
evidences of this truth, which appears fo abun- 
dantly clear, that he who runs may read, and the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot err therein. 
Such a doétrine as this, however, in the prefent 
enlightened age is confidered as not beneficial to 
fociety ; for believing Jefus Chrift to be the com- 
plete Saviour, it is faid, will tend to damp the 
fpirit of devotion, and promote licentioufnefs. 
among mankind. Such characters cannot con- 
ceive that the manifeftation of the goodnefs of 
» God leads mankind to repentance ;—therefore 
+ lectures on morality are fubftituted for the 
| preaching of the Gofpel, becaufe they are confid- 
ered as more beneficial to mankind. 


“ Talk they of morals ?—Oh thou bleeding Love, 
Thou teacher of new morals to mankind ! 
The grand morality is love of Thee.” 


Only let the Saviour of finners be exhibited in 
his own engaging character, and thofe who hear 
will naturally be led, if they are fufceptible of 


feeling, to the contemplation of him as their 
highett, chiefeft good. 


“If all the world (fays the celebrated Watts): 
my Saviour knew, then all the world would love 
him too.” Let us then not hefitate to fpeak of 
the great falvation ; but let us look forward to. 
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the accomplifhment of all the purpofes of God, | 


in faith nothing doubting. 


Once in the dark, the devious way, 

Our erring minds were wont to ftray, 
Not knowing God’s all-gracious plan 

To fave by grace apoftate man. 

Our minds opprefs’d with guilt and fear, 
We faw no kind deliverer near ; 

Yet from a fecret with within 

To be releas’d from death and fin, 

We heard what teachers faid and taught. 
That life eternal might be bought ;— 
That by our doings we may gain 

A ranfom from eternal pain 

But we no more fuch paths will ftray ; 
We’ve found a new, a living way,— 

In Chrift we fee fufficient grace 

To cleanfe the vilef{ of our race ; 

And ere that’s done, he came to do, 
Each foul fhall fee and feel it too. 
Then let us truft his grace alone, 

And all our feeble ftrength difown, 
Throw all our filthy rags afide, 

And only in our Lord confide. 
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Mux xvi. 19——31. There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared fumptuoufly every 
day : And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, which 
was ‘laid at bis gate, full of fores, and defiring to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s table: more- 
over, the dogs came, and licked his fores. And it came to 
pafs that de beggar died, and was carried by the angels into - 
Abraham's bofom: the rich man alfo died, rat was buried ; 
and in hell be lifted up bis eyes, being in torments, and feeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bofom. And he cried, 
and faid, Father Abraham, have mercy orf me; and fend 
Laxarus, that he may dip the tip of bis finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. But 
Jilrakam faid, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime re- 
ceived/t thy good things, and likewije Lazarus evil things : 
bui now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And, wri 
fides all this, betreen us and you there is a great gulf fixed : 
fo that they which would pafs from hence to you cannot ; net- 
‘ther po they pafs tous that would come from thence. Then 
he fauid, I pr ay thee, therefore, father, that thou wouldeft fend 
him to my father’s houfe: For I have brethren ; that he 
may te/tify unto them, left they alfo come into this place of tor- 
ment. Abraham faith unto him, They have Mafes and the 
prophets ; let them hear them. And he faid, Nay, father 
Abraham : but if one went unto them from the dead they 
will repent. And he faid unto him, If they hear not Mofes 


and the prophets, neither will they be perfuaded though one 
rofe from the dead. 


THIS parable is generally read as a piece of 
pplain hiftory, and by this means the true defign 
fof our Saviour has been miftook, and moft hor- 
Trid ideas fubftituted in the place of the moft con- ; 
Pfolatory truth. And in confequence of this mif- 
@underttanding of the fcriptures, many fincere 
Mpeople have been extremely diftrefied in their 
“minds concerning their eternal ; whereas 
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(we conceive) no conftruction can fairly be put 
upon this, or any other paflage of {cripture, which 
is calculated to produce any unhappinefs in the 
minds of any who follow the example of the no. 
ble Bereans ; that is, fearch the fcriptures® for 
themfelves. 

We will, therefore, now proceed to inquire, in 
the firft place, who this rich man was, and in 
what his riches confifted ? 

adly. Who the beggar was, and in what his 
poverty confiited ? 

gdly. What death it wasthat they died? (For 
there are different kinds of death fpoken of in 
the fcriptures. ) 

4thly. What 1s meant by Abraham’s bofom ; 
and how the beggar was carried there ?. 
* sthly. What is meant by hell, wherein the rich 
man was when he lifted up his eyes, being in tor- 
ment, and faw Abraham afar off and Lazarus in 
his bofom ? 
—66thly. What the reafon was that they could 
not pafs to each other ? 

ift. Who was the rich man here fpoken of ?— 
We read of various kinds of people who attended 
to the preaching of our Saviour while he was 
upon earth, fuch as, feribes, pharifces, hypocrites, 
publicans, and harlots ; and it appears from the 
verfes, immediately preceding thofe under con- 
fideration, that it was to the pharifees he was 
{peaking in this parable. For it feems the Sa- 
viour had been drawing a line of diftin¢ction be- 
tween the wifdom of the children of this world, 


and that of the children of light, and declared 


unto 
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unto his difciples that the former were wifer in 
their generation than the latter, and enforced the 
neceflity of perfect obedience to whatever law or 
mafter they were under ; declaring, at the fame 
time, that they could not ferve two, 1. e. God 
and mammon. And the pharifees alfo, who were 
covetous, beard all thefe things ; and they derided 
him. And be faid unto them, ye are they which 4uf- 
tify yourfelves before men ; but Gad Rnoweth your 
hearts ; for that which is highly eftccmed among men 
is abomination in the fight of God. The law and 
the prophets were UNTIL Fobn. Since that time, 
the kingdom of God is preached, and every man 
preffeth inta it, and it is eafier for heaven and earth 
to pafs, than one tittle of the iaw to fail. Whofoever 
putteth away bis wife and marrieth aneiher, com- 
mitteth adultery, and whsafoever marrieth ber that 
is put away from ber hufband, commitieth adultery. 
Now let us obferve : he faith, the law and the 
prophets were watil John. Since that time, the 
kingdom of God is preached. And St. Matthew 
informs us, that John the Baptift came preaching 
in the wildernefs of Judea, faying, Repent ye, 
for the kingdom of. heaven is at hand. Now 
thefe pharifees profefled to live in obedience to 
this law, and theie prophets ; and in thofe points, 
in which they found themfelves unable or unwil- 
ling to yield that obedience which the law re- 
quired, thev evaded the law, and fubiftituted 
their own traditions in the. place thereof: As, 
for example, ‘where God faid or commanded, 
faying, Honour thy faiber and thy mother,—they 
faid, Whofoever thall fay to his father or his 
R mcther, 


158 THE BEREAN. 


mother, It is a gift, by whatfoever thou mighteft 
be profited by me, and honour not his father or 
his mother, he fhall be free. And by this means 
they juftified themfelves before men ; and, like 
Saul of Tarfus, touching the righteoufnefs that is 
in the law, they confidered themfelves blamelefs. 

This ‘being the ftate of their minds, our Sa- 
viour, after declaring to them that it was eafier 
for heaven and earth to pafs away, than one jot 
or one tittle of the law to pafs till all was ful. 
filled ; then, in order to exhibit their true char- 
acter before their own cyes, he made ufe of the 
parable which we are now attending to, which 
begins thus, There was a certain rich man, &c. as 
if he had faid ; Vhere wasa certain man, who 
was rich in his own good works and was increaf- 
ed in this fort of goods, and he thought he had 
need of nothing more to juftify him before God ; 
and, as temporal riches naturally lead thofe who 
poflefs them in abundance to think more highly 
of themfelves than they do of their poor neigh- 
bours, efpecially thofe who are fo deftitute as to 
be denominated beggars, fo the prince of dark- 
nefs having fo far deceived this rich man as to 
lead him to conceit that he had yielded fuch obe- 
dience to the divine law as would entitle him to 
eternal life, he then, looking upon the poor, mif- 
erable, blind, and naked publican, fays, Stand by 
thyfelf, come not near unto me, fcr Iam_ holier 
than thou ; then turning his eyes up to heaven, 
he faith, God, I thank thee that I am not like 
other men, nor even as this publican. In fhort, 
he trufted in himfelf that he was righteous, and 
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 defpifed others ; and verily I fay unto you, he 
had his reward. ' 

Thus it appears that this rich man was a ftrik- 
ing figure of the pharifaic !character, and that 
his riches confifted in {piritual pride, and on 
this pride he feaited himtelf fumptuouily every 
day. But let us attend a little to the particular 
carments wiiich this man wore ; he was clothed 
in purple and fine linen; and it is remarkable 
that thefe garments completely refemble thofe 
which the high prieit wore, under the law. Now 
the white linen, we are told, is a figure of the 
righteoufnefs of the faints. But his garments 
were ftained with fin, for it was not poflible for 
the blood of thofe facrifices which were offered 
by the law to put away fin. But.what the law 
could not do by thefe facrifices, Jefus Chrift, the 
fubftance of all thofe figures, hath done ; for he 
hath wafhed us from our fins in his ewn moft 
precious blood, and hath prepared for every foul 
of human nature a {potlefs robe of righteouineds, 
in which they {hall ali appear before him, in the 
difpenfations of the fulnefs of time. 

We come, in the fecond place, to inquire who 
the begear was, and in what his poverty confift- 
ed ?—As the circumfances of the beggar are ftri- 
kingly contrafted with thofe of the rich man, in 
this parable ; _ and as we conceive the rich man 
very itrikingly refembled the felf-righteous pha- 
rifee, fo we conceive the beggar exhibited the 
character of the humble, penitent publican, who, 
while the pharifee was thanking God he was not 
like him, was {miting on his breaft acknowledg- 
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ing his fin, and praying for mercy, knowing 
that he was poor, and miferable, and blind, and 
naked. 

But we will go on, 3dly, to inquire what 
death it was they died f—And here it will be well 
to notice the different kinds of death fpoken of in 
the fcriptures. And, 1ft, there is a death of the 
foul fpoken of ; 2d, there is a death of the 
body fpoken of ; 3d, there is the death of cer- 
tain characters fpoken of. For example, St. 
Paul fays, he was alive without the law once ; 
and yet he was dead in one fenfe, 1. e. he was 
dead in trefpaffes and in fin. Now this we con- 
ceive was the cafe with both of them, that is, the 
rich pharifee, and the poor publican. But Paul 
faid, When the commandment came, fin revived 
and he died: So when the Saviour, by the pow- 
er of the Holy Ghoft, manifeited the holy-law of 
God in its true fpiritual fenfe to their minds, it 
appeared like the flaming {word which turned 
every way to keep the way of the tree of life. 
Therefore we conclude, that when Paul faid he 
was alive without the law once, that he meant he 
was alive without the knowledge of its exceeding 
breadth ; for the pharifees, of whom he was one, 
thade void the law by their traditions. Thus 
we find, the rich pha rite and the poor publican 
were both flain by the law of God, for want of 
perfect obedience thereto. 

We come, 4thly, to inquire what is meant b 
Abraham’s bofom f-—Abraham 1s faid to be the 
father of the faithful; therefore we conceive, 
that as the bofom 1 is confidered the feat of affec- 
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tions and of faith, to be carried into Abraham’s 
bofom is to be carried into the fame faith. What 
is this faith ? When God promifed Abraham that 
in his feed all the families of the earth fhould be 
blefled, Abraham believed him, and his faith was 
counted to him for righteoufhefs. But how was 
Lazarus carried into Abraham’s bofom!? We are 
told he was carried by angels. What are .an- 
gels ? St. Paul, fpeaking of God, faith: Whe 
maketh his angels [ptrits, and his minifiers a flame 
of fre. Heb. i. 7. Again, in the 14th verfe, he 
faith, Are they not all miniftering fpirits, fent forth 
to minifter for them who fall be heirs of falvation ? 
It was fome of thefe miniftering fpirits that 
brought tidings of the Saviour’s birth ; and as 
many as believed them were carried by them in- 
to Abraham’s bofom. In fhort, angels are mef- 
fengers fent of God, to preach his goipel to fin- 
ners ;_ therefore, every preacher of this gofpel is 
a meflenger or an angel of God, and whoever 
believes this gofpel is in Abraham’s bofom. 

But why was not the rich man carried into 
Abraham’s bofom as well as the beggar? Our 
Saviour has anfwered this queftion, Matthew xxi. 

31, 32, as follows : Verily I fay unto you that the 
publicans and harlots go inte the kingdom of God | 
before you. For “fohn came unto you in the way of ' 
righteoufnefs, and ye believed him not, but the pubit- ; 
cans and harlots beliewed him ; and ye, when ye had 
feen it, repented not, that ye might believe. Thus 
it appears, that the reafon why this rich phari- | 
fee could not enter into Abraham’s boiom, was 
his want of faith. © | 
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sthly. What is meant by hell ?—~As the word 
bell is generally underftood to fignify fomething 
direétly the reverfe of what is meant by the word 
heaven, may not be amifs to inquire what the 
word heaven does fignify. The kingdom of hea- 
ven, and the kingdom of God, we conceive, are 
fynonimous: if this be admitted, the apoftle Paul 
has given us an-anfwer to this inquiry, in his 
epiftle to the Romans, 14th chap. 17th verfe, as 
follows: The kingdom of God is not meat and 
drink, but righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy, in the 

aly Ghoft. In fhort, heaven is a /fate of happi- 
nefs ; and this {tate every true believer is in, in 
fome degree. And of courfe, hell is a ftate of 
unrighteoufnefs, unholinefs, and unhappinefs, and 
this unhappinefs is the confequence of a confciouf- 
nefs of guilt. Our Saviour, fpeaking to the in- 
habitants of one of thofe cities wherein he had 
done many mighty works, viz. Capernaum, fays, 
And thou Capernaum that art exalted up to heaven, 
fhall be brought down to hell: and then he gives 
the reafon ; For, fays he, if the mighty works that 
have been done in you, had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained to this day. So it was with 
this rich man: being exalted up to heaven, (in 
his own imagination) by his own works ; when 
the law of God, which he had made void by his 


traditions, and of which the Saviour told him, 


ene jot or tittle fhould not fail till all was fulfilled ; 
when this law was exhibited in its full extent to 
his mind, and he faw that he had not yielded 
that perfect obedience which it required, this 


view caft him down from that exalted ftate, to 
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which his vain imagination had raifed him, into 
hell, or a ftate of utter darknefs, all hopes of ob- 
taining lite by his own obedience having fled, 
) and the hope which the gofpel brings to light 
) being hid from his eyes. In this ftate of dark- 
) nefs and defpair, he lifted up his eyes, being in 
% torment, and faw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
© in his bofom; and he cried and faid, Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and fend Lazarus 
that he may dip the tip of his finger in water — 
and cool my tongue, for 1am tormented in this 
fiame. 

But why did he want his tongue, in particular, 
cooled ? The apoftle James, {peaking of the 
tongue, fays: Even fo the tongue is a little mem- 
ber, and boafteth great things ; and the tongue is 
a fire, a world of iniquity. So is the tongue among 
our members, that it defileth the whole body, and it 
fetteth on fire the courfe of nature, and-is fet on 
fre of hell. ‘This rich man’s tongue boatted 
great things indced, for he boafted that he was 
not like other men. With his tongue bleffed he 
God, and with the fame tongue curfed he man, who 
was made afier the fimilitude of God. And as 
the tongue is the member by which we make 
known the thoughts of our hearts, when the 
holy law of God had caft this rich man into 
hell, or that ftate of darknefs where is weeping 
and gnafhing of tecth, then his tongue was fet 
on fire of ‘hell, and it fet on fire the whole courfe 
of nature. In this ftate, he cries to Abraham for 
mercy. But Abraham faid, Son, remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedit thy good uhings, 

an 


af 
“ 
| 
} 
5 


164 THE BEREAN.. 


and likewife Lazarus evil things ; but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented, &c. | 

_ But what were the good things which the rich 
man received before he was ‘lain by the com- 
mandment * If we confider this man a Jew, 
(and this, we conceive, we mutt do, for in no 
other point of view is there any propriety in his 
calling Abraham his father) then St. Paul has 
given us an anf{wer to the inquiry, in the two 
following paflages :— 

Romans il. 1, 2. What advantage then hath 
the few ? or what profit is there of circumcifion ? 
Much, every way. Chiefly, becaufe that unto them 
were committed the oracles of God. 

Romans ix. 4, 5. Who are Ifraelites ; to whom 
pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the cov- 
enants, and the giving of the law, and the fervice 
of God, and the promifes ; whee are the fathers, 
and of whom, as concerning the fielh, Chrift came, 
who is over all, God bleffed for ever. Amen. 

Thefe were good things indeed. What then 
were the evil things which Lazarus received be- 
fore his death? If he had never received any 
pofitive evil, we conceive his being deprived of 
thofe advantages which the rich man enjoyed, 
would be a fuflicient reafon for the change which 
took place in their circumftances. But he did 
receive pofitive evil, and that at the hand of this 
rich man too. For he not only refufed him the 
crumbs which fell from his table, (by which per- 
haps is meant the moft trifling privileges of at- 
tending their divine fervices, or fearching thofe 
oracles which were committed to them by God,) 
but 
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® but he was caft out of his prefence as fit only for 
a companion of dogs, and was laid at his gate 
© full of fores ; a true picture of man in his natu- 
© ral, fallen fate. He therefore needed a phyfician. 
© For the Saviour told the pharifees, who were rep- 
> refented by this rich man, The whole needed not 
= aphyfician, but they that were fick. 

But what were the comforts wherewith Laza- 
rus was comforted? We conceive, they were 
the confolations of the Holy Spirit, for he is em- 
phatically ftiled the Comforter. 

We come now to the 6th and laft inquiry, 
which is, What the reafon was that they could 
not pafs to each other ?There is one reafon 
which we conceive to be fuflicient, which is this ; 
Chrift folemnly declared to the pharifees, of 
whom this rich man was one, that the publicans 
and harlots go into the kingdom of God before 
them. Let us obferve he faith, the publicans 
and harlots go into the kingdom of God -before 
you. Now fuppofe the pharifees fhould never © 
goin; why then there would be no propriety 
in the language ; for defore and after are relative 
terms, one cannot exift without the other. 
Therefore they muft all come in, finally. 

But who did the rich man’s five brethren rep- 
refent ? We have already obferved, that this 
rich man mutt have been a Jew, or there would 
be no propriety in his calling Abrahain his father ; 
confequently thefe five brethren mutt have been 
Jews. ‘Therefore it is very reafenable to fuppofe, 
that they reprefented that part of Iirael to 
which the apofile Paul faith, Blindnefs hath hap- 


pened, 


: 
oy ~ 
t 
| 


166 THE BEREAN. 


pened, until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be come 
in. Thefe, indeed, have Mofes and the prophets, 
but they will not hear them, when they teftify of 
Chrift, becaufe the vail is yet on their heart, nei- 
ther will they hear thofe who have rifen from 
the dead ; (for every true believer in Chrift con- 
fiders himfelf rifen with Chrift, afcended with 
Chrift, and feated in the kingdom of heaven 
with Abraham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, with Chriit 
Jefus ;) nevertheleis, when it fhall turn to the 
Lord, the vail fhall be taken away ;_ which will 
be, when the fulnefs of the Gentiles are come in. 
Then the Deliverer fhall come out of Sien, and turn 
away ungodline/s from ‘facob, and fo atu Ifrael 


Shall be faved. For God hath concluded them all 


in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all. He 


that believeth this, will not make hafte. For he 
knoweth, that 


“© Engrav’d as in eternal brafs, 

The mighty promife fhines ; 
Nor can the powers of darkriefs raze 
Thofe everlaiting lines.” 
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Mattuew xxvi. 26, 27. And as they were eating, Fefus 
took bread, and bleffed, and break, and gave to the difciples ; 
and ‘faid, Take, eat : this is my body. Otel he took the cup, 
and gave thanks, and gave io Bia, Saying, Drink ye all of 
it: for this is my blood of the new teftament, which is Joed 
for many for the pie of fins. 1 CoRINTHIANS Xt. 
24. And, when he had given thanks, he break, and faid, 
Take, eat ; this my bedy w. hich is broken for you: this do 
in bebedebPhce of me. Afier the fame manner alfo he took 
the cup, when he had fupped, faying, This cup is the new tef- 
tainent in my blood: this do ye as oft as ye drink it in re- 
membrance of me. For as oft as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do fbew the Lord’s death till he come. For he 
that sain and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna- 


tion (or judgment) to himfelf, nat difceruing the Lord’s body. 


WHAT are we to underftand by the Lord’s 
body, in this fign or figure ? and what does the 
bread and wine repreient, fo that we may dif- 
cern the Lord’s body ? 1 Cor. xil. 12, 27. For 
as the body is one, and hath many members, and all: 
the members of that one body, being many, are one 
body ; fo alfo is Chrift. For by one fpirit are we 
all baptized into one body, whether “fews or Greeks, 
whether bond or free ; and have been all made to 
drink into one fpirit. Now ye are the body of 
Chrift, and members in particular—Ephefians iv. 
12. For the perfecting of the faints, for the work 
of the minijiry, for.the edifying of the body of Chrift. 
Chap. v. 23, 30. For the bufband is the head of 
the wife, even as Chrift is the head of the church: 
and he is the Saviour of the body. For we are 


members of his body, of his flefh, pare of his bones. 
And as it is faid by the prophet Ifaiah, xxvi. 19, 


Thy dead fhall live, my dead body fhall they arife. 


Awake 


| 
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Awake and fing, ye that dwell in duft: for thy @ 
dew, the dew of herbs, and ihe earth foall caf oat 
the dead. And as he is the Head of every man, 
and by the grace of God tafted that death for 4 
every man, we muft conclude that all men are & 
members of his body. ‘What would a head be & 
without a body ? a hufband without a wife? af 
father without children? a king without fub. § 
jects ? 
We will take up the fisure of the bread and @ 
wine, and fee how they will anfwer to fhew the @ 
body of Chrift. Firft, wheat was fowed by the J 
Son of man, reprefenting the children of the @ 
kingdom. And as bread is made from wheat, the ; 
farmer when he fows the wheat fows it clean from a 
weeds and chaff. But there is not one grain of G 
wheat but what grows ina coat of chaff. At the @ 
harveft it is reaped, wheat and chaff; it is then § 
threfhed together, to feparate the chaf from the 4 
wheat ; the chaff is given to the wind, with the @ 
feed of weeds, to be blown away. T he wheat is a 
kept fafe in the houfe ; from thence to the mill ;@ 


there it is ground ; then to the boulting-mill to 


heavenly. 


We then fee this wheat, ground and detiied 4 
of ail chaff and bran, is a fit figure to reprefent @ 
-Chrift’s body. It is leavened with one leaven, § 
baked in one oven, comes out one bread. Here § 
we may fee the fulnefs of the harveit in one, ee 4 


ered 


4 
- feparate the coat or bran. For as man was made 4 
of the duft, the duft muft return to duft, and the @ 
{pirit to God. For as we have borne the image 
of the earthly, we fhall bear the image of the @ 
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ered together in one ; we cannot fee which was 
a large full grain, w hich was a {mall one ; which 
grew on the north fide, which on the fouth ; 
here we fee all one in Chrilt. We fee neither 
Jew or Greek, bond or free, male or female, but 
all one in his body ; purged and purified in him, 
complete in him, he having made peace by the 
blood of his crofs ; and he is our peace, having 
fulfilled the law in the human nature and for the. 
human nature, and tafted that death for every 
man which was due to every many 
In the threfhing, grinding, leavening, baking, 
we fee the fufiering and death of the ‘Lamb of 
God, when he bore ‘the fin of the world. See his 
fuffering in the garden, in the high prieft’s hall ; 
crowned with thorns, with every abufe and i ins 
fult that envy or malice could invent. From 
thence to Calvary ; where, according to the pro- 
phet, he fhould make an end of fin. And as it 
is faid, Sin, when it is finifbed, bringeth forth death, 
here we fee our Lord finifhine iin, “which brought 
forth his death; for he faid, It is “fnifboed, bowed 
that glorious lied. and d: od that we might live. 
But in the br end we fee the union of head and 
members fo clofe and compact that there can. be 
no fenaration. Tor if one died for all, then were 
ali dead; and he died forall. Bilefled be God 
for the good news and glad tidings, that he died 
for our fins and rofe again for our juttification. 
As to the figure of ‘the wine, Telus favs, | am 
the vine, ye are the branches. ‘Can there be a 
clofer union than vine and branches ? ‘The 
grapes growing on the vine are gathered, large 
| and 
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and fmall; put into the pref, they mix and min- 


gle as they flow ; the chaff is thrown away, the 


wine put into cafks to ferment, then drawn off 
into a clean vefiel, pursed from all filth. Our 
Lord fays, this is my blood. Were we may fee the 
fuffering Jefus ; by the prefs, when in the garden 
he was preiled to fweat blood. In the vine and 
wine we {ce the union of all gathered into one. 


~ 


A FEW GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 


Mark iv. 24. And he faith unto them, Take heed 
7 what ye hear. 


IT is an ineftimable privilege that mortals are 
indulged with, to hear fom the lips of one who 
fpake as never man fpake. And fhall the voice 
of unfullied wiidom ery, and her charming found 
be difregarded wholly by mortals ? God forbid 
this fhould be the cafe with thofe who profefs to 
be deaf and dead to every other found wherein 
the name, bloed, and righteoufnefs of Jefus, the 
captain of their falvation, under whofe banner 
they eflay to be faithful foldiers, is not the fubject 
matter of contemplation. Confidering the com- 
plex, dignified, all-glorious character of Him who 
{peaks in the tender language of caution, as above 
recited ; to whom, with refpect to his greatnefs, 
belongs exclufively the character of Sovereign 
Potentate of heaven and earth; and with refpect 
to 
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to whofe goodnefs, language will eternally be 
inadequate to defcribe : Suifice it to fay, that 
it is without bounds, embracing all creation ; 
will triumph over and annihilate every princi- 
ple, hoftile to its happy government. ‘The good- 
nels of God !—who will fet therafelves in battle 
array to oppofe its univertal reig me? This fire 
of heaven will go through them, though they 
be thrones, nions, principalicies, and the. 
rulers of the darknefs, of this world, and will 
burn up ail the thorns and beriars, leaving neither 

root nor branch. 
Inexpreflibly happy i is their condition who are 
Ned into this light and liberty of the gofpel ; 
he found of which trumpet is clear, certain, and 
cael God Almighty grant that our ears: 
ever may be faluted with ts harmonious, all- 
confiftent found ! and our hearts fickened to ev- 
ery other, which muft in their very nature be 
uncertain, inconfiftent and falfe, like the author 
of all inconfiftency and falfehood, whofe lying 
breath fills the trumpet of the other gofpel Paul 
{peaks of, and thereny perverting the true gofpel 
of the grace of God! This is manifeft when our 
ears are faluted with the found of this trumpet, 
and the voice of thefe words, viz. ‘ Now, my dear 
brethren, (in God’s naire) we would intreat you 
to beware of that doétrine which announces to 
you a finifhed falvation, wrought out for ail the 
human family ; but efpecially and above ail, to 
deteft, abhor, and reject that part of the Rory 
which declares, that the application is as-dure te 
alk 


~ 

> 

{ 

¥ 

Z 

: 


E72 | THE BEREAN. 


all the race of Adam as that an. atonement was 
made by the blood of the crofs.’ 

It is, then, with the utmoft propriety that our 
Lord gives the caution, Take heed what ye bear. 

It will become our particular duty now to no- 
tice fome of thé many founds which are gone out 
and every where abound in the world, which are 
un direct oppoiition to the word iffued forth by 
God himfelt, his holy prophets, and the noble 
eompany from heaven which publifhed the fame 
to the fhepherds. Undoubtedly all are entitled 
to indubitable proof of the truth of any report ; 
more efpecially when the fubject is reputed to be 
of the laft importance. 

Suppofe, in the firft inftance, we take notice of 
atound that prevails in the world (which, by the 
way, we thall find to be a found devoid of fenfe) 
and is more to our purpofe now to attend to, be- 
caufe the caution of our Lord, Yo take heed what 
ave bear, is immediately conneéted with the fub- 
yet from whence the found hath originated. 


It is from the very fignificant parable of a 


sorxver, likened unto. ‘the kinedom of heaven, 


Which fowed good feed in his held. The ound 


is, that the good feed fown are Goa’s people, and 


the evil fed or tares are the devil’s people. ‘The 
abominable falfehood of .* is found ts fo apparent), 


that it hardly deferves notice. It is fo fhocking- 
ly abfurd and forcien from truth, that we are in 
clined to think the ‘devil himfelf is afhamed of i it, 
though ready enough to fupport and propagate it 
under the garb of p slaufib! e truth ; and under his 
nurfery it voces for charming found divini- 
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ty. Wecam prove it by feripture; fordo we 
not read in John vil. 44, that Ye are of your 
father the devil 2° What more is needed than ferip- 
ture proof will you find fault with that: AL 
furedly not. 

But hearken ;—The devil 1s faid in feripture 
to be a har ; and when he fpeaks, {peaks of him- 
felf ; for he is a har and the father of lies. So,. 
then,. he is neither the creator, fupporter, nor 
owner of the body, fpirit, or foulof any. His 
pretenfions are altogether {purious. 

Now who will jattify his plea, and fay it is 
right that he fhould hold as his property any of 
the human family to an endiefs duration In 
this day of elucidation, who can have the impiety 
to come forward and declare, in a folemn man- 
ner, that God will juftify him in his rebellion and: 
pretenfions to thole beings which in no fort are 
dependant on him 

The found that ‘i gone out and prevails, Is a 
lie at beit.. Let us look it in the face more tho- 
roughly. Its trumpet echoes thus in our hear- 
ing :—* Glory to the adverfary in the higheii,. 
on earth wrath and endiefs mifery for men ; of 
whofe dominion there fhall be no end.’ 

What advantage hath the enemy taken ? how 
is it that he hath captivated and deceived the 
dear inheritance of God, fo as to make them be- 
lieve that. he-is the owner and proprietor of mil- 
lions of the human family ? and that he fhall, im 
{pite of ail oppofition, hold them in his polleflion 
on purpofe to torment them? The fouls, for 
whom the King of kings and Lord of lords de- 
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fcended, on the kind errand to make lappy for 


ever in the enjoyment of unclouded, never- 
ending felicity in the kingdom of the Father om 
we af zeain, how hes it thus come to pats, that 


a doétrine fo fatal to the peace, comfort, and end- J 


Jefs happinefs of our fpecies, has made fuch a 
bold ftride in our world? that railing, curfing, 


and bitter execrations are belched out apaintt the “ 


poor prifoners of the carth ? and for what ?. 
ertinent queftion indeed this! and the anfwer, 


which we fhail fimply give, is in the language of a 
facred teftimony :-—T hat the devil is come down, 
having great wrath, becaufe he knows his time ™ 
1s fhort, "and that he fhall reign but a little while. 

O may it be our delightful employ, while @ 
breath is “eranted us, in the power and fpirit of @ 
the Gofpel to unmafk the foe ; ; expofe his weak- | 


nefs ; lay open his camp; tell the world at 


large that the victory is gained, and the whole 
race as one man have becéived: at the Lord’s. 


hands double for all their fins. Let the enemy 
bring forward his objections, and heap them up 


like mountains, the {tripling difciple of Jefus will | 


with the fingle fling of the Gofpel reduce thofe 
Goliahs like ‘lightning, and like darknefs before 


the 


We would, in the name of God, fummon all 


the force of the enemy’s plea to this fingle fact, 


Remcty , the refurrection of Jefus. Who is S be that 


condemncth is Chrift that died ; yea, rather, 
that is rifen again : who even is now et the right 


band of Ged, who alfo maketh interceffion for us. 


It is, we folemnnly declare it in the fear of him 


with, 


j 
iH 
iit 
% 
it} 
iti 
ae 
| 
i 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
2 
3 
i 
| ~ 
+ 
% 


THE BEREAN. i775 


with whom we have to do, the boldeft and moft 
impious aflertion that ever was made, and none 
bad enough, fave the devil, could have prompted 
to the declaration, that any of the human family 
are to be endlefsly miferable. Now the utter 
impofiibility of fuch an event is founded on the 
refurrection of Jefus. If the enemies of the Gof 
pel can prove that Jefus did not arife from the 
dead the third day, then, and not till then, will 
we give up any of the human race to the enemy 
to people his dark abodes. With as much truth. 
can Jehovah be hurled from his throne, as one 
ef Adam’s race be loft irrecoverably. 

Upon the fame principle that one can-be held 
in captivity by Satan for ever, all can and will be, 
admitting the premifes to be jutt ; which, blefled 
be God, are illegal and groundlefs. Human na- 
ture are not a conterdinz party. They are the 
prize contended for by King Jefus and king 
Apollian. Now, who will be victorious in this 
folemn conteft? Does not reafon dicate, in a 
civil fenfe, whofe the conqueft will be, when an 
enemy has folly fuflictent to lead on ten thoufand 
to meet an army with twenty thoufand? No 
one doubts for a moment the refult of fuch a 
fhort-fighted enterprize. This bears no propor- 
tion to the hoft of the Prmce of heaven, and the 
hoft of the prince of the power of the air. 

We are utterly infufficient to exhibit the force 
and ftrength of our fpiritual Sampfon.. Suffice it 
to fay, that he accomplifhes his pleafure im_hea- 
ven above, and in earth beneath. In the feeble 


days of his ficfh, when he defcended to our low 
condition. 
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condition, and condefcended to bear cruel fcourg- J 
ing and {pitting, and all for us finners and for @ 
our falvation, he then at times put forth a ray of 
his power. Inftance the cafe of Judas with his 
band of ioldiers. Whom feek ye ? fays the fuffer- 
ing, immaculate Lamb of God. ‘Ye/us of Naza- 
reth, fay they. LAM! They fall as dead to the 
ground; and had not his life-giving power have 
raifed. them, they would have flept the long 
fleep. He fpeaks, and the winds obey him. £2 


ftiil/ and there was a great calm. This was 


done to allay the fears of his trembling difciples. 

The manifeited power and miracles of Jefus 
form the ftrongeft poflible bulwark to our faith. 
And it is a.moit charming, foul-animating confid- 
eration, that all the agtions of Jefus bore one 
complexion. ‘They were beneficent. Nor could: 
all the malice of hell move his holy foul. from 
purfuing the object of his miffion, which was to 
do good to all, in whatever condition or charac- 
ter. A legion of demons got hold of one poor 
being (in Chrift’s day) and made him miferable 
in the extreme, and a terror to all far and near. 
The philanthropic bofom. ef Jefus feels for the 
dittrefled. Come out of him / ‘The demons leave 
him inftantaneoufly, and he is in his right mind 
at the feet (O blefled fituation for mortals to be 
in!) of his dear Benefa¢tor.. 

A poor female is in a moft deplorable condi- 
tion. Eleven demoniac fpirits poilefs and hurry 
fier on in the miferable road of debauch and 
ruin. He cafts them all out of her, and fills her 
foul with the fire of his love. She becomes an 
ardtnt 
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ardent lover of her dear Lord and Saviour, and 
is continually found at his feet, wafhing them 
with her tears of gratitude and wiping them 
) with the hairs of her head. 
™ And when the inveterate enemies of the gofpel 
| {mote the Shepherd of Ifrael on the cheek, he 
thus retorts’ upon them, and fays :-—/f I have 
done evil, bear. witnefs of the evil ; but if not, why 
{mite ye me? 

Are not thefe credentials worthy of the Son of 
Affuredly they are. We do defy ail 
oppofers to produce one inftance of partial affec- 
tion. Wherever objects of mifery and diitrefs 
were, there was his compaflion exercifed, and his 
power manifefted, in good deeds. There % not 
any one circumftance in all the hfe of Jefus Chrift 
that favours in the leait of the doctrine of endlefs 
torments. His precept, and cxample, both unite 
to prove the reverfe. The devil himfelf w2s too 
weil convinced that he bore telttmony in favour 
of falvation to all the human family ; and there. 
fore he, in rage to the miflion of King Jefus, 
exclaims, Art thou come to defiray us before the 
me? Believing (as he could not refift the evi- 
dence of Almighty Truth) that there was a pe- 
riod coming, when what was written would be 
accomplithed. O, enemy! doftru&icns are 
come to @ final end. 

We very much doubt whether the doctrine of 
endicis mifery was talked of in the apoitolic age. 
No doubt it has been for along time a-brewing 3 
but the enemy’s artillery was then levelled to 
everthrow the grand pillar on which the whole 
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fabric of Chriftianity refts, namely, the fingle fact 
of the re/urrection of Chrift. It was not the dif- 
uniting of Chrift from his members, and com- 
plimenting the devil, and feeding his pride and 
rebellion in the idea that a great portion of 
God’s offspring fhould become his, by fraud and 
falfehood, to make miferable forever in his con- 


-fines ;—no, this kind of divinity is of after date. 


It bears the image and fuperfcription of its au- 
thor, and is the laft refort of the enemy, anda 
brat of his own begetting. The human mind 
had not arrived formerly to that pitch of impiety 
and wickednefs, to conceive of fuch ar horrid 
idea, that God would, or could fuffer fuch a 
thing to take place.as that part of his own 
offspring and family were to become fuch lofers 
by exiftence. Therefore it was reduced to this. 
with the enemy. 

But it was no half-covenant matter. It was 
univerial, as God is in all his character, as Crea- 
tor, Supporter, Lawgiver, Judge, and Saviour. 

Is Chrift rifen ? that was the momentous quef- 
tion. The enemy’s force was aimed to darken 
the event, and make it doubtful. A package of 
lies are fent poft hafte, and circulated in all his. 
camp. Rulers, and prieits, under the direction 
of the enemy, do valiantly. They mutfter all 
their force, to fee what money will efiect. Sol- 
diers are put In pay, to prompt them to be faith- 
ful to their charge.—‘ We, the chief prieiis and 
elders, give you a charge to this effect: Say ye, 


| ‘Elis difciples came by night, and fiole him away, 
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qhile we flept. And if this come to the governor's 
Scars, we will perfuade him, and fecure you.’ 
= ‘They did accordingly. But what did the 
whole affair amount to? What wasit? Why, a 
§ miferabic, fhort-fghted project, fet on foot by 
§ priefts and nobles of the earth, to negative the 
refurrection of Chriit, which event was in truth 
® tantamount to the eternal life and falvation of 
§ every foul ! 
§ What did their plan avail, when Jefus fhewed 
§ himfelf alive by many infallible proofs, after he 
Bwas rifen? What did it avail with Thomas, 
m when Jefus fpoke to him and faid, Reach hither 
B thine hand, Thomas, and thruft it into my fide, and 
B ict thy fingers penetrate the prints of the nails? 1 
mam the identical character you faw fo fhamefully 
treated, buffeted, fpit upon, dragged and nailed 
@ to the crofs, fufpended between two malefa¢tors, 
Band in anguifh yield up the ghoft, taken down 
@ and laid in a fepulchre—My Lord, and my Ged ! 
it is fufficient : I am convinced. I am eternally 
@ biciled. Joy and exultation fhall fwell my foul 
@ for ever. Illuftrious event! pregnant with life 
@ and immortality. My doubts are all gone: I 
m ice, I feel, I believe. 
™ $$=Were the world in the condition of Thomas, 
@ what a blefled fociety fhould we have! all tri- 
) umphing in the refurrection of Jefus, and look- 
| ing upon the fact as a complete difcharge of every 
§ inner from all condemnation! O may our hearts 
§ be itedfaft to this above all; here to reftand breathe 
out our lait.  Jefushath arifen! Joy to the world; 


p cternal life is gained, to be the happy portion of 
€very poor captive foul. The 


a 
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The doctrine of the perpetual, endlefs mifery 
of any part of God’s creation, 1s, we folemnly 
declare, a doctrine which reflects the greateft pof. 
fible difhonour on God the Saviour. It is a blaf. 
phenaous doctrine; a doctrine which has gone 
further and done more to brutalize and make 
man the enemy of man, than any thing we can 
conceive of It fics in the very face of Jeho. 
vah ; his oaths, promifes, and all the pledges of 
his love, it invalidates ; and tramples. under foot 
the precious blood of the do¢trine of atonement 
for tin, by our Lord fefus Chrift ; and, horrid 
to relate, it fixes the epithet of perjurer upon the 
character of Him, who is the truth. 

Myftery and iniquity to perfection are written 
upon the brazen front of this whore of Babylon. 
To what lengths of infidelity doth not fhe lead 
the fouls of men who are intoxicated with the 


wine of her fornication! Surely fhe well de- 


ferves to be threfhed with threfhing inftrauments, 
that fhe may no longer retain the fouls deluded § 
by her ; and this will every faithful fervant of 
the moft high God do, who are furnifhed with Ff 
weapons moit admirably calculated to the tafk. 7 
For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but i 
mighty through God to the pulling down of ftrong 
holds ; cafting down imaginations, and every high] 
thing that exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of God, 
and bringing into captivity every thought to the obc- 
dience of Chrift. 2 Cor. X. 4, 5. 2 


[To be continued in next No. | 
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